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ROSALIE SORRELS

T.F.T.M. is proud to present Rosalie
Sorrels in concert, Friday, January ?3,
at the Arizona Ballroom (Uof A Student
Union Building). The concert will
begin at 8:00 PM and tickets will be
$3.00 for members and students and $4.00
general admission. Advance tickets may
be purchased at Mingus Guitars, Work­
shop Music, SUAB office, and Antigone
Bookstore. This concert represents the
work and dreams of several years come
to fruition and we are delighted to
present a performer of this caliber.
The following article by Utah Phillips
will serve as a brief introduction.
We hope this will be the first of many
visits to Tucson by Rosalie and look
forward to seeing you at the concert.

ROSALIE SORRELS GETS A LABEL:
'JUST THE BEST'

by Utah Phillips

That's right, folks. I'm on my
way to the Yukon to sing for the Frost-
backs. But before 1 go I want to teli
you something about my oldest friend in
the world. The best singer 1 ever heard.

What do the president of the Chase
Manhattan Bank, Rosabrisarrio (the
notorious outlaw queen) and a six-
bladed, gold inlaid, pear 1-hand 1ed Boy
Scout knife-have in common? Rosalie
Sorrels, what else? It's like this.

Rosalie is one of those rare en­
tertainers who believe that what you
do between songs may be as important
as the songs themselves.

She tells stories, tales like the
ones mentioned above. Not just funny
tales (although some of her's are
masterpieces of timing and sculpted
language), but rhapsodies and tragic-
comical commentaries, lessons learned
along any kind of road you care to
travel.

She blends wit and compassion,
song and poetry into the tightly woven
fabric of a life that is. extraordinary ,
and fabulous in its truest sense. And
that voice! No one sings like Rosalie.
But no one listens like Rosalie.

Her singing mirrors a lifetime of
listening to Basque shepherd songs,
Scottish ballads, movie music of the
'30s, Billie Holiday tunes.

The upshot is that a Rosalie
Sorrels performance, song and story, is
not so much a concert as it is a piece
of theater, a one woman show which not
only creates intimacy with her audience
but demands it.

Rosalie and 1 first met in the
early '50s in Salt Lake at my going
away party, a six-day affair memorial­
izing my departure to the late, great
Korean War (remember?).

1 remember particularly her high,
plaintive falsetto piercing the rude
cacophony of shattered crockery and
police sirens with the lovely lilt of
an old Hibernian ballad, "Lass of the
Low Country." She was playing the
ukulele. What a way to go.

Korea behind me, 1 returned to
find the country locked in the throes
of the Great Folk Music Scare of the
early '60s. It looked grim. But there
she was, Rosalie, singing jazz, old
songs, country music, anything she
could lay her tongue on. The ukulele
was hanging on the wall with an avo­
cado growing out of it! The guitar
had become our national instrument. 1
had been composing a great deal over­
seas, enjoying songwriting mainly for
its laxative properties: 1 had a lot
to forget.

Rosalie would sit me down in her
living room, ply me with pork burritos
and strong drink and demand that 1
disgorge the contents of my flickering
brain into her tape recorder. The
next day she would sing back songs
that she claimed were of my own inven-





Dear Members—

January 24, a Saturday, at the
Pima Community College West Campus Little
Theatre, I'll be presenting a concert
with Bill Steele. He'll be between
engagements in Texas and California and
we felt a stop here in Tucson would be
a treat a 11 around.

This resident of Ithaca, NY, and
veteran folk festivaleer is probably
best known as the author of the song;
"Garbage" which has been performed by
hundreds of artists and recorded by a
few too. Most of the other songs he
writes also comment wryly and humour­
ously on politics, society and the
human condition. His view of the world
somehow emerges as a positive one in
songs with titles like "Dr Jeckyll's
Cola," "The Boy With the Loving Cup
Ears," and "Ode to a Nearsighted Rabbit "

An LP of his songs entitled "Gar­
bage and Other Garbage" has been re­
leased by Bay Records.

H'S performances also include a
variety of songs by other writers as
well as traditional folksongs. He
accompanies himself with guitar and
five string banjo.

Between songs, he often reads odd
items he collects from newspapers.
which he describes as "things 1 never
got around to writing songs about."

Concert will start at 7:30 PM.
At $2 a ticket, and children free, this
will be hard to beat. But as usual,
no one coming wi11 be turned away.

Hope to see you then,
Ted Warmbrand
(for Its About Time)

THE CUP COFFEEHOUSE

715 N. Park
8:30 PM — |2 midnight
Fr i day ni ghts

We've had some very enjoyable
evenings at The Cup this fall. Some of
the highlights were musicians who had
heard of The Cup and just dropped in.
Jeff Erb (who will probably be featured
in January) showed up late one Friday
night. He was our last performer at
1':30 and held us al 1 in our seats un­
til I almost 1:00 am. The exciting thing
about I he Cup is the opportunity it
gives for variety and surprise.

Louisa Johnson was no surprise to
me, but to many who saw her for the
first time September 19th she was an
unexpected treat. Louisa plays several
stringed instruments. She has the
rare ability to sing wh'le .accompanying
herself on the fiddle.

Migue' Angel brought us the folk
sounds of Central America when he fea­
tured for us on October 3rd. My favor­
ite part of his performance was the .
Bolivian flute playing.

We will be open again January gth.
On that night our feature will be Rick
Meyer. Rick has a strong, direct style
of singing. Rick will perform at
10:00 PM. We open at 8:30 PM. I hope
to see you there.

Terry Bailey

The February TFTM Contra, Round
and Traditional Square Dance will be on
Saturday, February 7th at the YWCA, at
322 E. University, beginning at 8:00 pm.
Beginners are welcome — $1.50 for mem­
bers; $2.00 for the public.

There are three traditional music
organizations in the Phoenix area that
we know about, they are the Arizona
Pickers and Grinners Society, 2616 N.
30th Street, Phoenix 85008. They meet
every fourth Tuesday at 1635 W. Hatcher,
in Phoenix.

The Arizona Dulcimer Society, 6701
E. Lathan Street, Scottsdale, 1-949"
0651. They meet every third Friday at
this address.

The Arizona Old Time Fiddlers,
Maryvale Park, 4420 N. 51st Avenue,
Phoenix. They meet every third Satur­
day from 1—5 PM.

Tell your friends about them . . .

We don't have a folk tale this
month. If anyone knows any stories
send them in. They must be. fairly short.
. . . Please check the righ1' hand cor­
ner of your mailing label for the ex­
piration date . . TFTM t-shirts are
available at the TFTM concerts, Rosalie
Sorrels, and the square dances, or
write us at the P0 Box number ....

Rick or Elsa 795’9675
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